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stances; that his outlook and friendships were fluid,
not for any ulterior motives or snobbish reasons, but
because in a man of his age and position they were
bound to be fluid. We must always remember that in
1597 Shakespeare was mortal, not immortal. He had
not yet reached the zenith of his career. As a poet and
dramatist he was accounted among the best, but by
no one the best.

The past, owing to certain discreditable occur-
rences, may very well have had to be buried, but it is
in the lines of Sonnet 61, quoted above, that we find
the germ which allowed Mr. W. H. to seek new
friends and the future without regret.

Ill
By marriage William Harbert was connected with
an avowedly Catholic family. His wife's father, Henry
Percy, 8th Earl of Northumberland, had been inter-
ested, if not actually implicated, in Throckmorton's
plot to release Queen Mary, as a consequence of
which he"was deprived of the Governorship of Tyne-
mouth Castle. In December 1584 he was sent to the
Tower for the third time. On 2ist June, 1585, death
came to him in his cell.